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HONOLULU, HAWAII PURSUANT TO ROS Sec. 1-ZW

RESOLUTION

NAMING THE HONOLULU FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AT
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS COMPLEX AFTER FORMER FIRE
CHIEF ATTILIO KANEI LEONARDI, JR.

WHEREAS, Section 22-9.3(a)(3)(B), Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 1990
(“ROH”), states that in exceptional cases, a new or existing park, site or facility may be
named for a living individual if the individual has contributed 50 or more years of service
to the community and only a portion of the park, site or facility may be named for the
individual; and

WHEREAS, ROH Section 22-9.5(f) authorizes the City Council (“Council”) to
“designate a name for a new or existing park, site, facility, or any portion thereof, or
memorial, consistent with the requirements set forth herein, by adoption of an
appropriate resolution”; and

WHEREAS, former Fire Chief Attilio K. Leonardi, Jr. served his country and his
community for six years in the U.S. Army and is a decorated veteran of the Vietnam
War, having earned the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart, and a Bronze Star
for Meritorious Service; and

WHEREAS, Chief Leonardi then went on to serve the people of the City and
County of Honolulu (“City”) as a firefighter with the Honolulu Fire Department (“HFD”)
for 35 years, the last eight spent as the Fire Chief; and

WHEREAS, Chief Leonardi was a member of the University of Hawaii at Manoa’s
Master Degree Public Administration Program Advisory Board and the Honolulu
Community College’s Executive Advisory Board for Fire and Environmental Emergency
Response Program; and

WHEREAS, Chief Leonardi was also appointed by the White House to a three-
year term with the Department of Defense Advisory Board for the Employer Support of
the Guard and Reserve; and

WHEREAS, after his retirement in 2006, Chief Leonardi has continued to serve
his community as a volunteer member of the Honolulu Firefighters Foundation, which
promotes fire prevention and public safety education programs, provides opportunities
for youth, families, and the community to engage with the HFD, and provides
recognition and charitable assistance to individuals who have dedicated their lives to the
HFD; and
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WHEREAS, Chief Leonardi has therefore contributed more than 50 years of
service to the community and continues his long legacy of service, professionalism, and
dedication to the City and to the nation; and

WHEREAS, in 1987, Chief Leonardi, then a Fire Captain, was assigned to a
project to develop future fire station sites, including the development of the historic 1929
Kakaako Fire Station property so the property could be used for the Honolulu Fire
Department Headquarters Complex; and

WHEREAS, the Honolulu Fire Department Headquarters Complex is a three
building facility which includes three parts: the museum building located in the historic
Kakaako Fire Station; the new Kakaako Fire Station; and the Honolulu Fire Department
Headquarters building; and

WHEREAS, it is due, in large part, to the efforts of Chief Leonardi that the current
Honolulu Fire Department Headquarters Complex is what it is today; unfortunately,
Chief Leonardi retired three weeks prior to the completion of the Complex; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that naming the Honolulu Fire Department
Headquarters building is an appropriate way to honor the service and career of former
Fire Chief Leonardi; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu, that the
Honolulu Fire Department Headquarters building be named after Former Fire Chief
Attilio K. Leonardi, Jr.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council requests and authorizes the City
Administration to erect appropriate signage at the Honolulu Fire Department
Headquarters building to reflect this naming; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, Fire Chief, and former Fire Chief Leonardi.
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